+Built-in ND filter

+40mm /2.8 lens

Reasons to avoid

-Fixed non-zoom lens

-Eye-level viewfinder costs extra

-Only 1060p video

-Battery life



You don't have to buy a complicated mirrorless camera with lots of lenses to take

amazing-looking photos. | often recommend this to people who want the simplicity
and portability of a smartphone, but with the power of a "proper camera”.

The Ricoh GR llIx slips into your pocket, offers straightforward point-and-shoot
operation, but still relies on manual controls and a big APS-C sensor for high-quality
images that blow your phone away and rival other cameras on this list.

Do note, however, that this is a camera with a fixed lens that does not zoom —
though this does encourage you to "zoom with your feet”, which actually makes you

much better at finding composition than just zooming in and out on the spotl

| enjoyed the original GR IlI, but its 27mm lens was too wide for me. That's why |
prefer the 40mm lens of the GR IlIx which is better for all-purpose shooting as well

as just street photography. (There are 50mm and 71mm "focal lengths” that are
achieved via cropping the image, though your photos will obviously be smaller.)

The camera boasts image stabilization, RAW photos for serious post-processing,
built-in ND filters for shooting in harsh light, touchscreen interface, phase detect
autofocus... though its video is limited to FullHD rather than 4K. The battery life is
quite conservative, too, mainly because it operates entirely via the rear LCD rather
than a smaller electronic viewfinder.
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While it can take photos, it cuts back on the photography features as everything from
the handling to the functiAonality is built primarily for video use. For example, there's
no mode dial on the top as it's not designed to spend much time out of video mode.

Another case in point is the lack of an electronic viewfinder. This isn't useful for
video, so here that space is put to better use for the extra-large microphone (with
clip-on muffler), which | find performs better than the mics on most cameras.

It also benefits from Sony's excellent autofocus system, which is crucial for keeping
volir videos locked onto vour subiecticy A nlus noint i the Precentation Mode which



= L] E

Still, a big boon for beginners is that the ZV-E10 uses the Sony E mount — so it has
access to an enormous number of both Sony-made and independent lenses. And it

has an appealing price tag, too.

Price: Yes, price is important, especially for beginners, we get thatl Don't rule out
spending a little extra, though, as it will often get you a lot more features.

Lens selection: There's only so much you can achieve with your kit lens, so if you
plan on buying more, go for a camera with a good lens range behind it.

Simple controls: All these cameras have automatic modes that will help you build
your confidence, and manual controls for later on, when you get more ambitious.

Manual modes: The auto modes on cameras may start out smarter than you are, but
that won't last! You'll also need manual control because one day you will need to
take charge.

Video: 4K has become the new norm for video capture, so if your main interest is
vlogging, choose a more recent 4K mirrorless camera.

Menanivele: Meaanivele aren't evervthina hiut thev do have an imoact on imane
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Specifications

Type: MirrorlessSensor: APS-C CMOSMegapixels: 20 9MPLens mount: Nikon

ZScreen: 3.2-inch tilting, 1,040k dotsViewfinder: Electronic, 2,360k dotsContinuous
shooting speed: 11fpsMax video resolution: 4K UHD at 30pDimensions: 135 x 94 x
44mmWeight: 4459

+Glorious looks

The Nikon Z fc is a capable camera, but there are other models out there that are
more capable as well as cheaper. What the Z fc has over the others, though, is a
more intangible but critical quality: it makes me want to shoot with it. And when
you're learning photography, having a camera that makes you want to get out and
shoot is really important.

Externally, this is a beautiful retro camera that looks like an old film camera, with
tactile dials for setting exposure, exposure compensation and |SO, and it's truly a joy
to use. But inside, it has the same technology as the Nikon Z50 — a great beginner
camera that's a lot less snazzy and only has a tilting screen (unlike the fully
articulating one on the Z fc).
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